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REMARKS BY
CONGRESSMAN MAX BAUCUS
AT THE SUN DAY DINNER
BLACK EAGLE, MONTANA
APRIL 29, 1978
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK.
AFTER AN EXHAUSTING DAY ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL, I FEEL AS IF
I COULD USE SOME ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES MYSELF.
I WANT TO TALK SPECIFICALLY ABOUT SOLAR ENERGY.
YOU MAY KNOW THAT CONGRESS HAS DECLARED WEDNESDAY SUN DAY.
DON'T JUMP TO CONCLUSIONS. WE ON CAPITOL HILL HAVE NOT
BEGUN TO MONKEY WITH THE DAYS OF THE WEEK. MAY 3 WAS
.DESIGNATED SUN DAY TO INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF SOLAR
ENERGY AS ONE WAY OF MEETING OUR SERIOUS ENERGY PROBLEMS.
I HAVE ALWAYS THOUGHT SOLAR ENERGY WAS A PARTICULARLY
FERTILE TOPIC FOR THE SORT OF SILLY RHETORIC THAT PLAGUES
POLITICIANS' SPEECHES. TRY THIS: SOLAR ENERGY IS NOT
SOMETHING THAT SHOULD BE TAKEN LIGHTLY. OR THIS: SOLAR
ENERGY IS A RAY OF HOPE IN OUR DISMAL ENERGY PICTURE.
V.
SERIOUSLY, THOUGH, OUR NATIONAL ENERGY CRISIS IS
REAL. ANOTHER ARAB OIL. EMBARGO COULD CAUSE FAR MORE
DISRUPTION IN OUR WAY OF LIFE THAN WE EXPERIENCED IN THE
WINTER OF 1974. OUR INCREASING DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN OIL
IS LARGELY RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR TRADE DEFICIT, WHICH IS A
SEVERE THREAT TO OUR ECONOMIC WELL-BEING.
WE MUST FIND AND DEVELOP OTHER SOURCES OF ENERGY
BESIDES FOSSIL FUELS, WHICH ARE RUNNING OUT, AND NUCLEAR
POWER, WHICH IS BESET BY PROBLEMS, MOST NOTABLY WASTE
DISPOSAL.
SUNLIGHT IS SAFE. THE SUPPLY ISN'T DECLINING. THERE
ARE MANY WAYS TO USE IT -- FROM RELATIVELY SIMPLE WATER
HEATERS THAT MANY HOMEOWNERS CAN AFFORD, TO GIANT SOLAR
SATELLITES COSTING BILLIONS OF DOLLARS.
I DON'T WANT TO DOWNPLAY THIS LAST ALTERNATIVE. THESE
SATELLITES, WHICH WOULD COLLECT THE SUN'S ENERGY IN SPACE
AND TRANSMIT IT'TO EARTH BY MICROWAVES, ARE SURELY
CONTROVERSIAL. BUT IN VIEW OF OUR PRESENT ENERGY SITUATION,
WE NEED TO TAKE A CAREFUL LOOK AT ALL REASONABLE SOLUTIONS.
I HAVE CO-SPONSORED LEGISLATION THAT WOULD PROVIDE FOR A
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM TO DETERMINE
THE FEASIBILITY OF SUCH SATELLITES.
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BUT SOLAR SATELLITES ARE NOT AN ALTERNATIVE FOR THE
A'/ERAGE PERSON WHO OWNS A HOME AND WANTS TO DO SOMETHING NOW
TO EASE THE NATION'S DEPENDENCE ON FOSSIL FUELS AND CUT DOWN
OWN OIL BILL. I BELIEVE ONE OF THE THINGS CONGRESS CAN DO I:
TO ENSURE THAT EXISTING FEDERAL PROGRAMS ARE FLEXIBLE ENOUGH
TO ASSIST BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS IN USING SOLAR ENERGY.
LAST YEAR, I INTRODUCED THREE BILLS THAT DO EXACTLY
THAT. ONE IS NOW LAW, ANOTHER IS IN ENERGY LEGISLATION NOW
BEING CONSIDERED BY A HOUSE-SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE AND
THE THIRD IS STILL BEING STUDIED BY A HOUSE COMMITTEE.
THE FIRST BILL AMENDS THE. CONSOLIDATED FARM AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT ACT TO EXPLICITLY INCLUDE SOLAR EQUIPMENT AMONG
THE ITEMS FOR WHICH FARM IMPROVEMENT LOANS MAY BE MADE OR
GUARANTEED. IT WAS INCLUDED IN THE 1977 FARM BILL, WHICH IS
NOW LAW.
THE SECOND BILL ALLOWS THE LIMITS ON HUD HOUSING LOAN
PROGRAMS TO RISE BY UP TO 20 PERCENT TO COVER THE EXTRA COST
OF SOLAR EQUIPMENT. A LOW-INCOME FAMILY MIGHT PURCHASE A SOI
UNIT IF IT COULD GET THIS EXTENSION. WITHOUT THE INCREASE,
A GAS OR OIL FURNACE MIGHT BE PURCHASED INSTEAD. THIS BILL
IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL ENERGY ACT, WHICH IS NOW BEING
CONSIDERED BY HOUSE-SENATE CONFEREES.
THE THIRD BILL PERMITS INCLUSION OF SOLAR EQUIPMENT
AMONG ITEMS FOR WHICH VA GUARANTEED LOANS TO VETERANS CAN
BE MADE. IT STIPULATES THAT SUCH EQUIPMENT CANNOT EXCEED
20 PERCENT OF THE VALUE OF THE HOME IN WHICH IT IS INSTALLED
COLLECTIVELY, THESE BILLS HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF CREAT
NO NEW BUREAUCRACIES OR SPENDING PROGRAMS. BUT BEYOND THAT,
THEY TYPIFY THE SIMPLE THINGS THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CAN DO
TO PROMOTE SOLAR ENERGY.
CONGRESS IS TAKING MANY OTHER INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE
THE USE OF SOLAR ENERGY. THE NATIONAL ENERGY LEGISLATION N01
BEFORE THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE CONTAINS TAX CREDITS FOR
SOLAR EQUIPMENT. I HAVE CO-SPONSORED A BILL TO ESTABLISH
A SOLAR ENERGY DEVELOPMENT BANK THAT WOULD PROVIDE LONG-TERM.
LOW-INTEREST LOANS FOR THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF
SOLAR ENERGY EQUIPMENT IN COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL BUILDIN(
I HAVE ALSO CO-SPONSORED A BILL TO PROVIDE FOR A SOLAR AND
ENERGY CONSERVATION LOAN PROGRAM WITHIN THE SMALL BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION.
ANOTHER BILL I HAVE CO-SPONSORED WOULD DIRECT THE
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE TO CARRY OUT A GLOBAL MARKET SURVEY
WITH RESPECT TO AMERICAN-MADE SOLAR ENERGY TECHNOLOGY
EQUIPMENT.
THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE WATCHED A SUNRISE KNOW THAT
GLOWING ORANGE ORB RISING INTO THE SKY IS A THING NOT ONLY
OF GREAT BEAUTY, BUT OF IMMENSE POWER. THAT POWER WARMS
OUR EARTH, LIGHTS OUR DAYS AND PROVIDES THE ENERGY TO
RAISE ALL LIVING THINGS, WE CAN MAKE IT DO MORE,
THANK YOU.
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